Use of photoretinoscopy as a screening technique in the assessment of anisometropia and significant refractive error in infants/toddlers/children and special populations.
The presence of significant refractive error and/or anisometropia can produce an irreversible decrease in visual function if not detected and treated at an early age. The general consensus is that the earlier a problem is detected, the easier the process of remediation. The authors have examined photoretinoscopy as a means of screening infant/toddlers and/or nonverbal persons for refractive anomalies. Fifty adults and fifty infants/toddlers/children were photographed and the estimated refractive error from review of the pictures was compared to the refractive error obtained from retinoscopy. The results indicate that photoretinoscopy is an effective screening procedure for the detection of significant refractive error and is extremely sensitive to anisometropia.